NFC ACADEMY

LANGUAGE ARTS 600
COURSE OVERVIEW
Language Arts 600 continues to build on the sequential development and
integration of communication skills in four major areas—reading, writing,
speaking, and listening. After completion of course assignments within the
course, student understanding will be deepened in the following ways:

OBJECTIVES
•
•
•
•
•

UNIT 1: Differentiate and identify common parts of speech
UNIT 2: Use efficient grammar including punctuation, diction,
capitalization, and syntax
UNIT 3: Analyze something read to find vocabulary, relationships, and
comparisons with context
UNIT 4: Write accurately in different forms including letters and use of
outside research
UNIT 5: Recognize propaganda, facts, and opinions in news stories

UNIT 6: Identify different forms of literature in both fiction and
nonfiction
• UNIT 7: Establish a purpose for reading a passage and adjust reading
strategies accordingly
• UNIT 8: Differentiate and write different forms of poetry using figurative
language
•
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•

Unit 9: Link bible stories and passages to different forms of traditional
literature

CURRICULUM CONTENT AND SKILLS FOCUS
UNIT 1: ELEMENTS OF GRAMMAR
•
•
•
•
•

•

Identify the complete subject and the complete predicate of a sentence
and rewrite sentences so that the meaning is clear
Identify the four types of sentences and use correct ending punctuation
for each sentence type
Spell and define the list words
Make nouns plural or possessive using the rules given, and identify
nouns as common or proper
Identify action and linking verbs, adjectives and the nouns they describe,
possessive nouns used as adjectives, and adverbs and adverb phrases
in sentences
Identify and use personal pronouns, conjunctions, and interjections in a

sentence
• Identify pronoun case as being nominative, objective or possessive and
use demonstrative pronouns
• Identify prepositions and their objects and prepositional phrases as
adjective or adverb phrases

UNIT 2: GRAMMAR USAGE
•

Spell and define the list words

Identify commonly used root words, prefixes, and suffixes, and create
new words in context using prefixes and suffixes
• Match common shortened words and acronyms with their meanings
• Identify synonyms and antonyms of given words
• Determine the meaning of idioms
•
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Identify verbs by number and person and verb tenses by using the
principal parts
• State all of the to be verbs and the auxiliary verbs and use them in
sentences
• Use adjectives and adverbs to create more effective sentences and
identify adjectives by degree (as positive, comparative, or superlative)
• Identify fragments and run-on sentences and capitalize words in
sentences by using the rules given
•

UNIT 3: READING SKILLS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Determine the main idea, theme, author’s purpose, and details of given
passages
Examine words in context to determine their meaning
Spell and define words with the /sh/ sound or homonyms
Place events from a story in sequential order and determine the causes
and effects of events
Determine whether information given is a fact or an opinion or whether
or not information is valid
Use comprehension skills to answer questions about a Bible story
Examine passages and graphs critically to determine specific information
Choose a fictional short story, and write a report according to the
described format
Use the story outline to identify the setting, plot, and characterizations of
a story and to summarize
Use the technique of compare and contrast to analyze characters from a
story

UNIT 4: WRITING SKILLS
Identify and define the four parts of a paragraph
• Select transitional devices used for various purposes
• Demonstrate your understanding of the parts of a paragraph by writing a
paragraph or short autobiography
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identify, describe, and demonstrate knowledge of the six parts of a
business letter
Describe the steps necessary to choose a specific topic for a report and
identify good sources of information
Spell and define plural words, words ending in -ing, and homonyms
Read sources, take notes, and complete an outline for a Biblical report
Arrange information in outline form by main ideas and supporting points
Describe and apply the three stages of report writing: drafting,
correcting, and finalizing
Acquire new vocabulary through less common homonyms

UNIT 5: NEWSPAPERS AND PROPAGANDA
Describe the origins of the newspaper as a means of communication
• Practice finding the main idea
• Research modern newspapers or journalism and distinguish fact from
opinion in news reports
• Demonstrate your understanding of how to analyze a news story and
describe six important questions to answer as you analyze a news story
•

Spell and define the homonyms and words with the /sh/ sound
• Describe the meaning of the term "propaganda" and list examples of both
good and bad propaganda
• Demonstrate understanding of propaganda by writing an advertisement
for a product
• Describe the power and pattern of propaganda used in various forms of
media and evaluate an editorial to decide if it uses positive or negative
propaganda
•

UNIT 6: LITERARY FORMS
Spell and define the list words
• Describe some of the characteristics of poetry
• Describe many fictional literary forms
•
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Describe two non-fictional literary forms: the biography and the
autobiography
• Choose a biography, and write a book report according to the described
format
• Describe how an author uses literary devices to help create the mood for
a story
•

UNIT 7: READING FOR A PURPOSE
•

Consider the value of expressive language in great literature

•

Analyze expressive language to determine the author's purpose for using
it
Spell and define the list words
Read for information and complete an outline using information from an
article
Identify main ideas and supporting details
Review how information is best used when writing a report
Develop an appreciation for the inspirational value of the Bible
Demonstrate your understanding of researching and organizing

•
•
•
•
•
•

information into a report
• Choose a novel, and write a book report according to the described
format
• Research a specified topic and write a report

UNIT 8: POETRY
•

Describe the characteristics of poetry, including rhythm, pattern, central
idea, and economy of words, as well as use of free verse

Spell and define the list words
• Build a store of words suitable for painting word pictures by exploring
synonyms and similes
• Identify and use metaphors, as well as poetic devices such as alliteration
and rhyme
•
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•

Explore the possibilities of invented words for the sake of adding humor
to poetry
Explore the use of metaphors and Dylan Thomas couplets to add
meaningful imagery to poetry
Use description and metaphors to create a pen picture
Discover how poetic forms such as cinquains and shaped poems can add
to the imagery of poetry and write a cinquain and a shaped poem
Identify and describe ballads and write a report on a type of ballad
known as a lullaby
Describe riddles, palindromes, and conundrums

•

Discover the cleverness of the limerick and write limericks

•
•
•
•
•

UNIT 9: BIBLE LITERATURE
Describe the value of the Bible as literature, the use of story form in the
Bible, and how Bible stories are woven into the history of Israel
• Choose a Bible story, and write a report according to the described
format
• Describe how parables and proverbs are used in the Bible
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Spell and define the list words
Describe the use of poetry in the Bible and know where it is found.
Memorize or paraphrase a poetic passage of Scripture
Describe how prophetic writing is used in the Bible
Describe the literary forms in which Biblical history and biographies are
written.
Locate the books of law in the Bible and describe the literary form in
which they are written

UNIT 10: REVIEW
Review key terms, standards, and rules from previous units
• Practice the skills and concepts discussed throughout the course
•
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LITERATURE LIST
UNIT 3: READING SKILLS
•
•
•
•
•
•

“The Ants and the Grasshopper”
Johnson, Della – “Let George Do It!”
Johnson, Della – “Midnight Callers”
“King Jehoshaphat”
“Robert Bruce”
“William Tell”

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego”
UNIT 5: NEWSPAPERS AND PROPAGANDA
•

“Newspapers: People Want to Know”
• Webber, Brian – “Lost Dog Found”
•

UNIT 6: LITERARY FORMS
•

“The Tired Caterpillar”

UNIT 7: READING FOR A PURPOSE
Wier, Ester - The Loner (excerpt)
• “A Profitable Business”
•

UNIT 8: POETRY
•

Stevenson, Robert - “Rain”

Loeks Bouman, Elizabeth – “Best of Two Worlds”
• Mather, Annis – “Lost Youth”
• Mather, Annis – “Youth”
•

Mather, Annis – “Children’s Laughter”
• Mather, Annis – “Old Age”
• "Sir Patrick Spens"
•
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Priest, Florence – “A couple who lived in Wyo”
• Priest, Florence – “A lady who lived on the Verde”
• Lear, Edward – “There was an Old Man with a Beard”
• Lear, Edward – “There was a Young Lady of Bute”
•

UNIT 9: BIBLE LITERATURE
“Gideon’s Call”
UNIT 10: REVIEW
•

•

“Old Hunting Recipe for Rhinoceros Stew”

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
In addition to the default course content, some projects may require paper and
pencil or drawing supplies to complete the assignment. Writing assignments
may require a graphic organizer to be printed out and used in the writing
process. Projects (such as book reports or informational essays) may require
students to acquire outside resources for research or reading.
The following lessons require specific materials that are not included in this
course and must be acquired separately. We recommend that these materials
be acquired when you see them in the required assignments.
Unit

Assignment

Resource
•

3

Book Report -Short Story
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A Candle for St. Bridget, by Ruth Sawyer,
published in A Newbery Christmas, stories by

Newbery Award Winning writers selected by
Martin H. Greenberg and Charles G. Waugh,
published by Delacorte Press, 1991.
• Farmer Giles of Ham, by J. R. R. Tolkien,
Ballantine Books, 1949.
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Legend of Sleepy Hollow, by Washington Irving,
from The Sketch Book (1819-20). Multiple
editions available, including e-texts.
• The Reluctant Dragon, by Kenneth Graham, from
Dream Stories (1898). Multiple editions
available, including e-texts.
• The Reluctant Dragon, by Kenneth Graham, retold
by Graeme, Kent, published in A Collection of
Animal Stories, Bimax, 1984.
• Rikki, Tikki, Tavi, by Rudyard Kipling, from The
•

Jungle Book (1894). Multiple editions available,
including e-texts.
Abe Lincoln Grows Up, by Carl Sandberg, Harvest
Books, 1987.
• Corrie Ten Boom, Keeper of the Angel's Den, by
Janet & Geogg Benge, YWAM publishers, 1998.
• David Livingstone, Africa's Trailblazer, by Janet &
Geogg Benge, YWAM publishers, 1999.
• Nate Saint, On a Wing and a Prayer, by Janet &
•

•

6

Book Report -Biography

•
•
•
•

Geoff Benge, YWAM publishers, 1998.
C. S. Lewis: Christian and Storyteller, by Beatrice
Gormley, William B. Eerdmans, 1997.
Frederick Douglas: Portrait of a Freedom Fighter,
by Sheila Keenan.
Hero Tales for Kids, Vol. 1, 2, and 3, by Dave and
Neta Jackson, Bethany House, 1996.
Margaret Bourke-White: Racing with a Dream, by
Catherine A. Welch, Carolrhoda Books, 1998.
Secret Soldier: the Story of Deborah Sampson, by

Ann McGovern, Scholastic Inc., 1999.
• William Bradford, Plymouth's Faithful Pilgrim, by
Gary D. Schmidt, William B. Eerdmans, 1987.
7

Book Report -Novel
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•

Across Five Aprils, by Irene Hunt, Follett, 1965.
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•

•
•
•
•

Around the World in Eighty Days, by Jules Verne,
Viking Press, 1974, originally published in
England by Gallimard,1873.
Caddie Woodlawn, by Carol Ryrie Brink,
Macmillan, 1935.
Gulliver's Travels, by Jonathan Swift. Multiple
editions available, including e-texts.
Heidi, by Johanna Spyri, Scholastic, 1959.
Available through the AOP Homeschool Catalog.
Johnny Tremain, by Ester Forbes, Houghton

Mifflin, 1943.
• My Brother Sam Is Dead, by James Lincoln Collier
and Christopher Collier, Four Winds, 1974.
• Sounder, by William H. Armstrong, Scholastic,
1969. Newbery Medal Winner
• Sourland, by Newbery Award winning author,
William H. Armstrong, Scholastic, 1971.
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GRADING INFORMATION
GRADING COMPONENTS
Lessons
Quizzes
Projects
Tests

35%
25%
10%
30%

GRADING SCALE
100-90
89-80
79-70
69-60
Below 60
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